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Hk Miſeſt of Men Jays Ecclef: 3. 1. 7.8, 1 1. To ev'ry thing 

| there ii Seaſon, a Time to keep Silence; and a Time to ſpea t. 
a 7 ime of War and a Time of Peace, and every Thing is Beautifull in 
its Time. A, for the 'intrinjick- Power of the Church, 1 ſuppoſe  . © : 
there is no knowing and. ſound Preshyterians, wb re nat all of nue 
Saut iment and Hur momcuſi) agreed thereanent, e. 1 
anſeaJonable, aud wnnece/lary it may be to agitate gr bring in debate 
flit Matter at this time; It is to be expefted that all Confidering + 
Miſemen do ſee and are Conwinted eſpecially, ſeelng there is nne 

Calling in Queſtion or tmpugneing the Charthes Intrinfck Power; and 1 
ſefing rhe Church doth Peaceably and Legally enjoy the free externa! 
erciſe.of all Goſpeh Ordinances, with the Countenance and allowance 
the Civil Magiſtrate, and alſo ſeeing the 1 14 AR, Parl. 1. K J. 6. 
5902. Recognoſced- and Ratiſed by..the Current Parlian ent, is o 

in and full in Declaring the Churches Rigbt. 1 
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Contra vim Satanæ; rabidos Mundique maligni +. 

Inſultus; Papæ Lethiferaſque Strophas. 
lntemerata ſiet, ſtabiliſque Eccleſia Chriſti, A 
Floreat ac pœnitus, Lumine, Pace, Fide. . + „ 
> Fixa Baſis, quoque Petra tenax, eſt Chriſtus, in æva, JT 
* „ Non.quatict Solymam, viſve, furorve Stygis. . OE 
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. PRESBITE RIAL Government Deſcribed: 


I is neither agteeable to the Authors Diſpoſition, nor his de - 


in handling this head of Church Government for it wete hut 
Crambes recoquere, ſecing little can be ſaid, pro or con, on ei- 
ther ſide, but what long ago. bath been proponed, impugned, 


diſcuſſed, and improven, by the Learned in this Contravetſie; 


but the only Propolal of this Synopſis and Deſcription, is modeſt» 


ly and Candidly, to offer ſuch a fhort Scheme or plain Pottrai — 
_ ture of Presbyrerial Government. as that it may from the Prin- 


ciples and Practice of it (as prafeſſed and practiſed in the Church 
of Scotland) appear perſpicuouſly to be comely and approveab!e, 


and very capable to promote and preſerve, Unity, Peace, and 


purity in the Church ;* whatever Lirigious, Partial, and Calum- 


nious Caviliers may maliciouſly miſsepreſent, or ſuggeſt in the 
contrar, : | 5 e 


The main difference in this point lyes not ſo much anent the 


thing in general, whether there ſhould be Government in the Church, 
all fides accord chat this is neceſſary and clearly enough detetmin - 
ed in the Scriptures: But when they come to compre Notes and 

Notions about the particular Species and Form of Government, hete 
esch Competitor partie contends tanguam pro aris & focis, that, that 
 Specifick Model only which they ſeverally conceive. is according to 
the word ofGOD, ſhould be applauded & univerſal y acquieſced in. 


In proſecution of what is propoſed take the Complexion and Con 


Vitution of Presbyterial Government, in theſe enſuing Theſes or Ar- 
tiles gathered from their own Authentict Records. DNS 
I. Article, GOD hath a Church in the World Militant amidſt ma- 
ny dangers and difficultias which is principally-under his own In- 
ſpection, Providence and protection and by His Revealed Will, 
e care Oeconomie and defence of Civil Magiſtrates 
and Fccleftaſtick Miniſters, who conjunctly and ſeverally in their te- 
VVV 5 ſpective -- 
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ſign to enter the Liſts of Diſputation, after a Polemical way, 
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ſpective different Spheres, are to fulfill their ſeveral Commiſſions, 
{4 in the improvement and uſe of their ſeveral Talents of power, Au 
g . . thoritie, Sc. For his Glory, and the Good of his Eſpouſed Chuech, 
* as they ſhall be anſwerable to Him in the day of Accounts. 2 8: 
diſc: p: 72, 73, Alem: Cont: . ns LS 
2. As no Society can ſubfiſt without Government, Laws and. Po- 
licie, and conſequently neither without perſons regularly veſted 
with Authority and Power, ro make the ſame effeQual for the 
Good and Emolument of the Community; So the lofinitly Wiſe 
and Good GOD, hath copiouſly provided all things ot the like 


nature requiſite for the pious and peace able Communion of Saints, 
[ | whoſe Laws and Conſtitutions being duly obſerved, the Church 


pl of GOD may be a Comely, pure and orderly Societie, State Poli- 
; titians are for La ws and Government, that the Common Well and 
publi Peace may be promoved and preſerved ; Military Men are 

for their Martial Tafticks and ſevere Diſcipline in their Hoſts and 
=. At mies: Mea every Incorporation, be it of Merchants or Mechanicks, 
finds a neceſſity of Rule and Order, and is there not a paritie of 
Reaſon, if not far more, why there ſhould be Good Government 
and Diſcipline in the Church, which is the City of GOD, who is 

not a GOD of Confuſion, but of Order, and hath expreſly injoin+ 
ed that all things be donedecently and in order, G-nev*Form of Diſc: 
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y 3 The Sacred Laws ind Canons which are to be the Supream 


Rule, Standard and Tonchſfone of Ecclefialtick Acts and Decrees, are 
contained in theScriptares, from whence no ſort of Church Courts or 
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5 Officers are to Recede we vel latum ungnem in theit Conſtitutions 
or Determinations, hence what ever bold Adventures any Perſons 


_ or Parties may make, either inthe Creation of New Officers, Ot- 
| dinances or Canons in the Church not agreeableto, and wartant- 
ed by the Divine Scriptures, they are ip/ofafo ro be Repured 

caſs and null, and to be abandoned the © Church's Acceptation or 
Approbation, 2 B. d;/c:' 72. 74. K. J. Conf. dt'21. Af: Conf: C. 1. 
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to be Impoſed upon Chriſts Spiritual Subjects; 
cut his Authentick Royal Laws and Statutes, his 
ficers may aud maſt. According to the orders he hath 
them. but it is cum ferjcule Qupitis, as being u Capital Cine, ö 


, Office, a delegated; Miniſterial Power and 4orhority,; 
vertue Whereef. tbey may and 
. functions. as OD doth call and poſt” | 
| hence the Solemny Charges; Commands, :Cevſures, Semedeeß A 4 
which they Iflug forth, Execute and. ap pplyr ate always aid i oy" + E-/ hf 
in the, name and; Authority of tut thei bee ne fd ec 5 EN 
„Rig a Aüthenfty, „ - 4 
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4. The Me alias Chrift isthe Sales Head: 100 Mönstch ef 


he ek, and to him doth this psouliar H Royal Prerogativ 
appertaine, for He Redeemed her with His Blopd;. 8nd He alon 


can Actuate and Inſpire the true Church Catholick into vital O 


perations, by His Gracious Supet natural Influences;-as being tha 
Myſtick Body of -Spiitually United Membets, whereof her 


the High and Holy Head, ande theictota m Power fgived t 


Him in Heaven and Earth Cπe speak not nbwief His Eſſentia 
Kingſhip or Regencie, which belongech to hin 48 GOD! Aqua 


and Coc ſteatial with the Father, but of His Mediateribl Ser! 


aignty and Supremacie-] being:Choſenand- Delegates by tie FA 


ther, as his Plenipotentiaty, to apply andemploy! his Affonescben 
Power, for the uſe and behoof of tha Church + But under Ohtiſt 
thete is no vicarious, Subordinate Head of the 
in the perſon of an Eecleſiaſtick, ot Civil Ruler? the whith is 
monſttuous for to Imagine, as miſchievous to a Imitt, neithes, 


Chuteh Whither 


ought any in whatever Station or Qualityyto Ufutpe of affüme, 5 
a Nomothetick or Legiſlative power of Framing Laws or Canons; © ; 
plain and Exe 10 

uthorized of - 


Spiritual Leſe- Wk 7 if any procded beyond his Limits, or ther 
9 on. 2. B . diſc. 7 2. J. J. L..Confeſs, "art. 17. Her AG 1647. 
5. From this Fountain offall powar, is derived unto Charch 
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. | 
potentia, or abilities, Qualifying: them for their Office, comes 
from his Favour and Fulneſs, as alſo doth the power full Bleſſing 
that maketh their Miniſtotial Performances effectual and Opera- 
tive.: A AN doo 1 E720 1; Sz 
6. As the Roman Catholick pretenſion of a vi/ible vicarious Mons 
arch, is, Zealouſly to be abjured, neither can the More llian De- 
mocracie be received,which cannot well avoid Anarchie and confuſi- 
on, where all are promi ſcouſly the Ralers and the Ruled: therefore 
theſe two extreams being both quarrelable, Presbyrerial Ariſtocra- 
cie, headed by the Mediatot | the only Monarch of the Church, 
as ſaid is.] ſeems to be that wel Tempered mode of Government, 
moſt fapouted by the Scriprutes, and if Moderatiy and wiſely 
managed by the Rulers of it, very probably may be entertained 
with more Univerſal favoutr among men, 44 4: p. 17. 
5. That Power which the Mediator hath diſpenced unto Goſ- 
pel Miniſters, is by his Will and Wiſdom ſhued in ſuch a 70 
paritie 528 that they ate all made Peers in Power and Authority, : 
none being Superior in Ocder, Degtee, ot Juriſdiction to another, 
but all ſubject and accountable to this Indilputable Arch Paſtor, 
and.Biſhop of Souls, whoſe Stewaras Servants and Miniſters they 
ate having and holding their Comm) ſion alone from him: Whence 
all. Deſpat ict, or Lordi) Magiſterial Power among Goſpel Mini- 
ſters, is uttetly to be avoided and abandoned, as being not by 
Divine diſpoſition, but Human compoſis ion. Act Af. Dimd. 15 80. 222 
B: Diſc: 72: . MO A Des: 8. 1638. Ae 


$: The0rdiy arje.Offcedbcarers in the Church, which GOD-hath 
appointed to continue tothe end of the World [ extraordinarie'now / 


cealing. ]-are;Dofors, Prexhyters, and Deaconr,,Doftors'ate commnol7 
ranked with, the Preacbivg Elders, Teaching, Preaching and Rul- 
ing pertaining to them both as, they ate qualified ſo to labour, 
Doctors heing likewiſeuſeſul in Schools and Univerſities, for train- 
ing dp Students e Theologie. As for Precbyters or Elders, they 
are either ſuch as Labour in the word and Doctrine, and alſo Raule, whom 
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hey call promiſcueufly, Pa fort, Miniſters, or Biſhops ; Or ſuch as 
mly Rule, being Mcmbers Conſtituent of Eccleſſaſtiet Judicatories, 
:oncurring Authoritatively with Miniſters in matters of Rule and 
Diſcipiin : To thele they appropriate the name of Ruling Elders, © 
As for Decaons they have no Authority in Courts but in Counts 
they have, being concerned » +47 g, i Church Collecti- 
ons and proviſions for the poor, and the like, Genev: form: j: E. 
Diſe. 55. 2. B: Diſc; 74: 77. Aſs: Direc: 3. Gc. Add: Aff: 31. 
9. The Tittle ot Brſbop mentioned in the Scripture, it is Identi 
:al, and of the ſame latitude and import with Presbyter or Paffor, 
both as to the nature of the Office deſigned by theſe different 
Synouymous Appellations, and as to the Paſtoral work, incumbent. 
on thoſe who are veſted with the Office. 2, B: Diſ 76, 85, A: 
Aſſ: 1638. 32, 0 „ wg ol 
10, The /ntermediate Ordinary way of Communicating and Parti 
:ipating the Paſtoral Power, and the exerciſe of it, is by the Ee 
lection of the People either Repreſented in the Ederſbip: | who uſ- 
zally are their own choice] for eviting the confuſion oi the Mule 
:itude , Or by every individual Perſon, who give ſome Signe 
ot their Conſent to the Election | of A. B.] [ having free acceſs 
'o diſlent, if they produce any Relevant Reaſons, or weighty 
Njectioss, whereof the Presbytrie is Judge competent and Ordi- 
1arie | which is the thing implyed by x##7%s 7; e: Streatch · 
ing out, or holding up the hand, as a ſign of aſſent; And chiefly 
by the Impofition of the hands of the Presbytrie, with Prayers and 
 Faſtings, ſolemnly ſetting a part, and Ordaining the man I choſen, 
called, tryed, and found fit inthe uſwal manner of proceedute in 
this Caſe ] to the Work of the Miniſtrie, n general, as GOD 
ſhall clearly call him to imploy his Talents, and in particular to 
the Definite Paſtoral Charge of ſuch a certain Flock, whereunto he + 
is orderly called and admitted, which Rfce and Actios is called 
vue Cenev. form. 2. B. Diſc. 75. 79. 8 t. Af; Dir. 3. 4. & © 
11. The Miniſter being thus ſettled, he muſt teſide and la- 
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6 
potentia, ot abilities, Qualifying them for their Office, comes 
from his Favour and Fulneſs, as alſo doth the powerfull Bletling 
that maketh their Miaiſtotial Performances effectual and Opens. 
tive. AT A,. 1647. 

6. As the 3 "Catholick meiden of 2 wi ble vicarious - Mer 
arch, is, Zealouſly to be abjured, neither can the Morellian De- 
mocracie be received, which cannot well avoid Anarchie and confuſi - 
on, where all are pramiſcouſly the Ralers and the Ruled: therefore. 
theſe two extreams being both quarrelable, Presbyterial Ariſtocra- 
cie, headed by the Mediator ¶ the only Monarch of the Church, 
as ſaid is,] ſeems to be that wel Tempered mode of Government, 
moſt fayourcd. by the Scriptutes, . and if Moderatly and witely 
managed by the Rulets of it. very probably may be ent:rtained 

with more Univerſal favout among men, ddt A,: p: r 15 

7. That Power which the Mediator hath diſpenced unto Gol. 
pol Miniſters, is by his Will and Wiſdom Nay in ſueh a Juſt ' 
paritie, as that they are all made Peers in Power and Authority, 
none being Superior in Ocder, Degree, or Juciſdidtion to another, 
but all ſubject and-accountable to this Indiſputable Arch Paſtor, 
and Biſhop of Souls, whoſe Stewaras Servants and Miniſters they 
are ( —— and holding their Commiſion alone from him: Whence 
all. Depot ict. ior Lordly Magiſterial Power among Goſpel Mini- 
ſters, is utrexly:co be avoided and abandoned, as being not by 
Divine, diſpoſition, But Human 'compoſition.. At A. Dimd. 1 580. 22 
B: Diſc: 72: 74: Act A/: Deo: 8. 1638. 4 

Rs The Ordes arie Ofice- bearers in wh Church, which GOD doch. 
to continue to the end of the World [ extraordinarit now 
81 ate Doctors, Breiliters, and Deacon, Docfors ate comm 1 
ranked with, the Preaching Elders, Teaching, Preaching*and Rule | 1 
ing pertaining to them both as, they are qualified ſo to labour, 
12 05 heing like wiſe uſeſul in Schools and Univerſities, for train- 

up Students / Theologie. As for Presbyters or Elders, they 
| are ale W ab labour in the w_ and Dore; and aiſo' Rule, whom 
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they call promiſcuoufly, Pa tors, Miniſters, or Biſhops ; Or ſuch as 
only Rule, being Members Conſtituent of Ecclefaſtick Judicatories, 
concurring Authoritatively with Miniſters in matters of Rule and 


Diſciplin : To theſe they appropriate the name of Ruling Elders; F 


As for Decaons they have no Authority in Courts but in Counts 
they have, being concerned u 65rie in Church Collecti- 


ons and proviſions for the poor, and the like. Genev: form: j: R- 
Diſc. 5 5. 2. B: Diſc; 74: 77. Aſs: Direc: 3. c. Aﬀ: A/ 32. 
9. The Tittle ot Br/hop mentioned in the Scripture, it is [dent 


cal, and of the ſame latitude and import with Presbyter or Paftor, 
both as to the nature of the Office deſigned by theſe different 


Synouymous Appellations, and as to the Paſtoral work, incumbent _ 
ſted with the Office. 2, B: Dif: 76, 85, Af. 


on thoſe who are ve 
Al x648: 3%; © 
10, The /atermediate Ordinary way 


of Communicating and Parti 


cipating the Paſtoral Power, and the exerciſe of it, is by the Ee 


lection of the People either Repreſented in the Elder ſbip | who uſ- 
ually are their own choice] for eviting the confuſion of the Mule 


titude , Or by every individual Perſovy, who give ſome Signe 


of their Conſent to the Election [of A. B.] [ having free acceſs 
to diſſent, if they produce any Relevant Reaſons, or weighty 
_ Ohbjetioss, whereof the Presbytrie is Fudge competent and Ordi- 
natie ] which is the thing implyed by % 
 ingour, or holding up the hand, as a ſign of aſſent; And chiefly 
by the Impofition of the hands of the Presbytrie, with Prayers and 
 Faſtings, ſolemnly ſetting a part, and Ordaining the man | choſen, 
called, tryed, and found fit inthe uſwal manner of proceedute in 
this Caſe ] to the Work of the Miniſtrie, n general, as GOD 


ſhall clearly call him to imploy his Talents, and in particular to 

- the Definite Paſtoral Charge of ſuch a certain Flock, whereunto he 

is orderly called and admitted, which Rite and Actios is called 

eus Gene v. form. 2. B. Diſc. 75. 79. 8 t. Aff. Dir. z. 4. Kc. 
11. The Miniſter being thus ſettled, he muſt reſide and la- 


i: e: Streatch - 


2 3 
bour among his boople for theit Salvation 1 Edification by al. 
Goſpel ments, and he cannot at his own Arbitriment, relinquiſh 


His flook, or lay afiJe his Paſtoral charge, but is to be lub) ject to 


the peshytrie, and other Superior Courts, to be diſpoſed ef as 
they find cauſe and convenient, neither can any others direaly 
and Authoritatively exautoratc or depti ve him of his paſtoral pow 
er, but they who have che power to collate and otdain, whe 
for clear and Onerous cauſes, miy Suſpend for a certain time, or 

aepoſe for ever; But as to whit exrcnr or influence, a ſentence of. 


 Drp#rivation by the Authority of the Civ Magiſtrate may have 
[ per concomitantiam | we will not medic to, define, Acts Ape 
1638. 
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4 
12. Alis Faflonl 7. Power is exereed 4nd 5 AFL en her in 
the adminiſtration of the word and Sacraments, and other pendieles 


of the Didadlet part of their Work ſach_as Catech z ing. wiſue- 


ing the Sick; Cc. wherein Miniſters are to be inſtant, babe 
and diligent, or in the exerciſe of Die; 10 which they ate to 
man nage with diſcretion, prudence and ightcouſnels, both = 


the increaſe of Knowledge and Pietie, and for the curbing of i- 
vice, and reforming the flagitious, J: Dir: 3. 4. 2. B: % 
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13. As to the execution of Diſcipline and the Diatadlich! part af 41 


their Work, the ſeveral kinds of Courts, Supream ana ſabordinate, 


in which preaching and Ruling Elaers ate to govern, they are 1 
either parochial Selſlons, Presbytries, provincial Synods, or National 


Abenden aud if it could be conveniently obtained] an Oeca-· 


wenick or. General Council. A Parochial Seſſion, is the, ordmned 
Muller of the place, together with the Ruling Elders, and if 
the Miarſter have a Collegue, they moderate in their. Soflion Jer: | 
vices, the Moderator having no nezative voice, as neither. hath the: 
Maodergets of any other of theit Jugicatories; 4 Glasfical Ppesbya © 


trie n made up of. the pariſhes ol a leſſer Precin? than a — 
; and-both ante * and 4 provintial Syd ( made up of 


(9.1) 
ſeveral Presbytries ) each Miniſter within tbe reſpaſtive bounds 
cometh with one Rulrmg Elder with him, whom their ſeveral 
Sesfrons choole and think moſt fit. A National Aſemly, is only 
made up of choſen Commiſſionated delegats. Tora National Sy- 
ned there comes tuo or three Miniſters with one Ruling Elder 
from each Pres&ytry through the Nation, and the number ot De- 
legates from every Pres/yrrie is more or leſs pr oportionably to 
the number and uo of pariſhes in the Reſpective Presbyrries : 
Alſo there may be {-n: De, egates and Commi ſſoners from Uni. 
verſities and Burghs Royal, providing they be ordained Ruling 
Elders. Act. A,: 1590. 2 B. Dis: 70. aft: Dir: 14. &c. Aff: Decr. 
17. 1638. Act; Afb: Jul: 18. 164 6: Act: T 
14. The Ordeily way of bringing Eecleftaftick cauſes and caſes 
under the Cognizance of the Reſpective | Superior | Judicato- 
ries is eithet by Bil. by reference or appeal: For the more metho- 
dical tabling thereof ( ſpecially in the General Aſſembly] thete 
ule to be Committees appointed to ripen and prepare matters ſot 
hearing in full Aſemblie; appeals aſcend Gradatim from the leſ- 
| (er ſubordinate Courts | where the cauſe was firſt Tabled ] to the 
Superior till they finally ſiſt in the Solemn /entence of a National 
Aﬀembly, this being a/!imas conatus, © res ibi Judicata, not being 
ulterius. Judicanda | for there is no probability of an Oecumenick 
Council] otherwiſe there would be endleſs temeedileſs work; 
They admit not proceſſes to enter per ſaltum, or to come in at 
the brood fade, till firſt they have been tabled, tryed, or cognoſ- 
cod upon beſote the leſſer Judicatories. Act: A/. Aug: 30. 1639. 
Act: I: 1643: f 2. Ibid: ff: 10. act: afs: 1648. fl 30. 
15 The deciſive ſentences of the foteſaid Reſpective Coarts, are 
to be received, and acquieſced in, as proceeding from an An- 


thority ordained by GOD, and therefore are 0b1 igatorze either. to 


yeild active obedience, unto them, Or ſubmiſſion to cenſure in cale 
of diſobedience; And affairs are to be cartied on in ſuch a prudent, 
orderly ans Righteous way, [| agreeable to the word of GOD and 


; 1 ms: 


| "41C © 

the Laudable conſtifurions of the Chtuch] as there may be no 
juſt Gtougd;torveclaime, and the Reafon why Iaferior Fadicatorics 
ate concetnad ta do ſo; is, becauſe if the pries, againſt whom 
tho ſontence ſtteikes deeme themſelves manifeſtly injated, or that 
there hath heen any groſs irregularity in the ptocedute of the 
Court, they may be appsaleu from to a ſuperior judicatory for te- 
meid and Rod teſs and ſo are ly able to be Ceyſured for their Ma- 
adminiſtration, if the appellant make it appeat to have been fo, 
but if the cauſas or reaſons of Appeal! be foundfrivolous and weak, 
then the appellant is ſtill under the tye of the for ſentence, for; 
and bogs Which the pee made, and moieovet is publicks 

ly Cen(urable;for; ſuſpecting and impeaching the luſtice of s 
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- Church judicatory. Act: All: Pros. * 


' - 


16 Seſſons aud Prethytries meet more frequently as their Af- 
fairs Require; 'Synods. Ordinarly twice in the year, and the Gee 
vera 4[[mebly once ayear, and oftner pre re nat, if necvſſaty 
and weighty exigencies call for it, and if time alli w] et to oer 
take all the buſineſs comes before them by an anzient continued 
Cuſtome and ptactique, They uſe to appoint a Comittee of the 
Aſſemblie, either for publick emergencies that may Concern the 
Church, for: viſiration of Churches, Sc. Ot for expeding in 
the intarvail till the next Anννά)in meeting, What they had not 
diſcuſſed, during the Seſſons ol the Aſſemblie, and this Com Intec 
they Circumſeribed and Limit with i»/fra#3ovs and appoĩnt a huuc 
echedtum, the particular affairs which this Commiſſion of the 
General Aſembly is to medle with, being ſpeciſied and ingroſſed 
in their /n/{rufiens and commiſſions,” and in all their actings they 
are countable to, aud Cenſurable by the next General Aſſembiy. 
Genev: Firm: 2. B: Diſc; 79, Act, Af, 1638, J 26 Act: 1642 
J. 8, Act: Aff. 1690, CW e 
17. In ail their Judzcatories' they have a. Moderator, who is 
choſen. for longer or thorter time, as they ſee convenient, but 
they are againſt a conſtant Superintendent or Moderator, leaſt it 


Ae D 
have u bad tendenciò, and produce ill Effects: This protemporal 
Moderator hath no Hperbeben or petuliar power, parammunt 
to ay of the reſt of his Brethren, but only eutaxlatergo, I. E for 
good otders fake, & to te confuſion, during his ſervice in this 
polt, he preceeds rn theit arguings and ratiocinations, requires 
the ſentiments of the ſeveral Members, ſumms up what ſeems to 
bo the Judgement of the Pluralitie,and if ic be thought fit to bring 
the matter in agitation in a Vote, he pronounces the mind of 
the Major pare, which determines the thing in queſtion, bur gives 
no vote himſelf, except there be a juſt equality of Votes of the 
reſt, then [ non poteſtatis vel Juriſclictionii; * fed neceſitatis.er go] 
he gives his /affrage allo, the Moderator hkewiſe in the Intervail” 
of Ordinarie, or appointed meetings if need be intimates a met! 
ing pro re nata, this comely order they keep, where all may have 
acceſs to moderate incerchangably. and none to envie or domi- 
neet ever another, in a Diotrepheſian way. 2 B, dif; 79, Act, 
Aſſ: 1638. ſſ: 24: Aſs: dir, p. 6. N 19 
18. The Kingdom of Chriſt being Spiritaal. andinot of this World 
his Subjects, Courts, Laws. Stewards or Officers to whom he 
hath committed the Keyes of the Kingdom | are ſo likewiſe, there 
fore it is only Eccleſtaſtick Cauſes, which they, direfly and properly. 
eoguoſce upon, they meddle not with Civil or ſecular Aﬀairs, 2 
being alterius fori, and fo extraneous and Excentrical to them; ex · 
cept they be required by the Magiſtrate, to give their Advice and 
opinion, in matters wherein the Church and Conſeience may be in- 
cidentially and cata ti concerned, hence their grand care and bu 
ſinels is to fence againſt Hereſies, Errors, and Schiſms, and ſuch - 
beretodox dogmes, or tenets, as are contrar to. ſound Docttine and 
Godlineſs, ne quid detrimenti capiat Eeclefia, they alſo as Ceuſores 
morum, animad vert that no Scandalous or Notorious vice and im - 
pietie paſs without a due check and cenſur e, according to the mie 
tit ot Offences occurrant, ſo that mattets of Faith and Godlineſs 
ol Conſcience and Converſation, are the proper and lormal objects 
55 e EE 9 eee 
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of their diſquiſition and Determinations; 2. B. Diſe: 79, All: Dir: 
15. &c. Aſs; Conf: c. 3 t. Art. 5. Act. : 1638. 5: 2. 

19, Thete Epitimiai or Cenſures are allo Spiritual, and they pro» 
cced from Leſſer reproofes [even as the Offender deſerves ] ay till 
they come ro the Tremenduous cenſure of Excommunication, Which 
is ſeldome inflicted and that not till aſter Leaſurely delibet ation. and 
frequent dealing. to bring the obduted delinquent to ſenſible Repeu- 
tance, andif al gentle and diſereet means ate contemned, then with a 
great deal of Solemnity, as being Summum futuri Fudicji prejuaici» 
am, they proceed to this Final and whiles Fatal ſentence: t huy 
alſo deal with cenſured Delinguents to induce ani prepare them to 
ſerious Repentauce, that upon the apparent evidences therco!,they 

may be abſolved, and received again into Church Communion;But 
if (uch contumacious miſcreants will he nbſtinatly wicked to thoir 
own perdition, they grie ve at Sa“ aas better (uccils then the Chur - 
ches, and leave them to the laſt Judgement of GOD Genev. form of 
. Excom: and abſol: AſS: Conf: C: 30. „ Reds 3 
% "=, Fey are not fond of Significan my#ick Ceremonies in the worſhip and ſervice of 
#Y GOD but rather follow and Symbolize chat comely Goſpel ſimplicity , which Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles uſed, that in cke Church of Rome Rath been ſadly marred wich che worriſh 
fairdings and Gaudrie of humane Devices, Additi ons and Traditions, rather borrowed from 
the old Pagan Pagantrie, than the Sacred page: But though they Nauſcat ſuch relicks and 
pieces of Fapifirie, yet what Rites and Ceremnies are decent and convenient, either frem 
the Nature or Adjuncts of the Religious Things or Actions they are exerciſcd about, they 
are neither fo ſhay nor fooliſh as to refuſe to uſe them, K. J. Conte Art- 21. AQ, Aill: 
1638 M3 N: Aſl: Conf: C. 21. Art. 1. VVV +, 
21. Neither are they for ſtated anniverſarie Feaſts or Fafts, which are ſadly prophaned, 
and abuſed among the Romaniſts, and even ſome Proteſtant Churches, for at leaſt che 
Supenſtirĩous Unchiaking Vulgar make little other uſe of them, than for Rioting add Ravel- 
ing, Sporting and Gamming, and other ſuch diſſalute Practices, highly unbe ſecming dayes, 
that paſs under the Character and Opinion of Holy-days: et when Emmergencies. and diſ- 
penſations of Providence Occur, that call for publich Humiliation and Falling, or Solemn 
Thanksgiving, they think it their duty to conſecrate ſome part of their time for Faſts and 
Thanksgi vings, devotely to deprecareGOD's imminent Wrath, and to plead the Averſion of 
Impendent Judge ments, due to them for their Sins, or to praiſe GOD for Benefits receiyv d, 
and to beg further Favours; Theſe being ſuch peices of Religious Hor b, which God both by 
| 9 Word. and Providence ſometimes requires, Genev: Treat: of Fat: Ad: A,: 1655. . 
4 B 8. 22. The Church by the Royal Grant and Gift of the Mediator Chriſt, hath an Intrin- 
q fick Power and Authority, Specifically and Eſſentially diſtin& from, and nor formallie or ne- 
ceſlarily dependent upon the Magiſtratical Civil Authority, being Coordinate _ 1 not 
* F ubordiuae 
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37 | 1 
Subordinare to it ( in Spiritualibns) in che 8 5 which Intrinfick P>wer, though there 
were no Magiifrate, Chriſtian or Infidel, wherher he be a Friend or Emy to the Church, 
ver the may by her inftirured Office Bearers and ſudicatories, Act and do every thing need- 
fall and Requiſite, (according t) Chriſts Inſtitutions ) for the procurement and Preſerva- 
tin of Peace and Unity among her Members, and for purity in Doctrine, Diſcipline and 
Government, and alſo for the Orderly and proficable Adminiſtration of all the Ordinanees of 
the Lord; this peculiar kind of power properly and directly reſpets a Eccleſiæ, where - 
of rhe Civil Magiſtrate guatalis , hath n> ſhare, he can neither ord ain Miniſters, Preach 
the Word, diſpence the Seals, uſurp the Keys of Diſcipline, neither can he delegate any 
thets to perform their or the like Spiritual Actions, for theſe are Functions and Actions, 
remote and aliene from his Province, Sphere, and Furisdiction, 2. B. Diſc: 73. Aff; Cent. 
L. 30. Act: 4d: 1679. : 

& 23. Vet as to the Taero Eccleſiæ, what Concerns the External Government and Poli- 
die of the Church, the Civil Magiſtrate hath no ſmall Power and Concern, as being by 
Ob's Ordinance, cuſtes utriuſque tabulæ, and a Nurſing Father © the Church, and there- 
upon concerned ex officio to Patronize and defend her, in all her Juſt Rights and Priviledges; 
and againſt Perſecutions and Innovations, 2g inſt foul Heretichs, and their Propae whe of 
Erroncous Tenets, againſt Turbulent Shismaticks, and the Contumaciouſlie Scandelous, that 
ſo Uritie, Peace, and Pietie may be preſerved, and to Reform Corruptions in manners; 
ro ſee to the Honeſt and Competent Provifion of Miniſters ; As alſo, when occaſion requires 
ro Convecar and Indit National 4ſſemblies, as to Time place and other External Circum- 
ſtances, theſe being P-lirical 'in the Nature of them, for though the Original Primarie 
Power, whereby Eccleſiaſtich Aſemblies AR and move, be derived from, and dependent 
upon Chrifts Com miſſion as ſaid is, yet as to the Publick Peaceable, and Legal Exerciſe 
ot this Extrinſick Right and Power, they owe the Acceptance of it to the Supream Magi- 
Trates permiſſion and Allowance, whereof the known Acts of Parliament Relative hereto, 
arc 2 maniteſt Declaration and Proof; And further the Magiſtrates is to add his Civil 

S2nTion to the Churches Acts and Decrees. 

Hence, in a National Syn d, the ſupream Magiſtrate may either be preſent himſelf, or 
Commiſſionæte one. to Repreſent his Royal perſoh“ as a Political Overſeer of their Manage- 
ments and Conſtitutions, which thaugh it does not make to the To eſſe of their Synodical 
power or Actings, yet it Contributesſto the To bone eſſe of ſuch a Fudicatorie, and their 
Eccleſiaſtich Acts and Deciſimms, But whatever Objective power the Magiſtrate hath cirea 
lacra, it is not privative, or to the detriment of the Church, for Diſcharging or viclent hin- 
dring the adminiſtrat on of. any of the Ordinances of the LORD, But his powor is Cumulative, 
ad Majus bonum Eccleſiæ, that is, that the Church by his Authority and Afſi't ence, may Law- 
fully and Conſtantlie enjie peace and Truth, Gen: Conf: 2. B: Die: 72: 73; 84; X, I. 
Conf, Act, 25, A Conf, C. 23, Act A. 1647. | FS 

24. Article, For as gocd as chis Government is, yet it may be miſmanadged | as many 
times Magiſtracy hath been, in all che ſermes and ſhapes of it, which none will deny to be 
the Ordinance of GOD | therefore whatever Maladminiſt rations. Miſtakes or eſcapes, may 

happen by the Governors of the Church, they are not fr h ich to be fixed or fathered 
upon the Government it felf, Humanum eſb labi : Surely à grain of allowance muſt be given 
to the Infirmit ies ot Men, who while cloathed with Fleſh and Blood, are nor to be expected 
perfet or infallible, nemo fine crimini vivit : Aud if a candid Impartial Compariſon were in- 
ſtituted, berwixr Presbyterial and other competitor Governments, it might probably be found 


> 


ts berhe lets Criminal, yea and that which bears the moſt plain Superſcription and Sign 
ture to be of GOD, Aff: Con: 6. Art: 3. & C. 25. Af. 3. 
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